
 
    

 
 

January 2010  

 

WELCOME BACK 

 
We hope you all had a restful, happy winter break with family and friends. We are excited to see 

all the students back in classes and we look forward to the exciting events in store for us this 

year! January looks like a busy month and we are eager to get started.  

 

     MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER 
 

I would first like to wish all of the parents, students, and staff at 

the Janus Academy a happy new year. I hope you all have a 

happy and healthy 2010. 

As 2009 closed, the Janus Academy Society completed its 

annual audit. The auditor’s opinion was favorable and we are 

preparing for an active 2010. As such, I want to remind 

everyone of the upcoming Janus Academy Gala & Fundraiser 

(April 24
th 

, at the end of Autism Awareness Month). This is the 

most important event for the Janus Academy in terms of our 

financial health. The money raised during this event supports 

our schools (elementary and high school) in many ways: 

supporting our staff, the infrastructure in which we operate, and 

the potential for new programs. All of these directly benefit our 

children. The importance of this event cannot be 

underestimated.  

While the Gala is still several months away, I encourage you all 

to begin thinking and acting on what is needed from you for the 

Gala. As Ed Wooldridge emphasized in his message in the 

October newsletter, the participation of parents in this event is 

critical. As part of the Gala, we ask parents to help secure items 

for both the silent and live auctions. Specifically, we ask that 

parents bring in ten items for the auction (min $50 value). While 

this may sound daunting, it’s not. We all know people or 

companies who can make donations to the Janus Academy. 

There are many companies (from spas to restaurants) who are 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

 

Attached are the January Book 

Club catalogues. If you are 

planning to purchase any books, 

please return the order form 

along with your cheque, made 

payable to Scholastic Canada 

Ltd, by January 11, 2010. Please 

do not send cash. 

 
 

often very happy to make a contribution in the form of services or gift vouchers. From 

my experience, it just takes a few phone calls to start this process.  

That said, it’s a process that is best started sooner rather than later. Further, if you have 

any concerns on how to go about asking for donations or are looking for ideas, please 

don’t hesitate to ask other parents or members of the Board. Moreover, if you have any 

ideas that you would like to discuss, please feel free to give me a shout. Our goal here is 

to provide the best possible event to yield funds for the Janus Academy and our 

children’s education.  

 

 

Rob Oxoby 

Treasurer 

oxoby@ucalgary.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you to those who gave us their generous 

donations through the Encana Cares program. 

We truly appreciate your support! 

 

A big “thank you” to all the parents who came 

out to our Elementary School Christmas concert 

and gathering. It was a lot of fun and 

wonderful to see all of you. Thank you as well, 

to the staff who worked so hard at organizing 

and practicing for the concert.  

 

Thank you to the Stassen family for all their 

time and creativity in creating the 2009 

Christmas concert video, subtitles and all. It is 

a keeper! 

 

Thank you to Clayton and Susie Heintz, Lois 

McGlashing, Annette and Dwayne Fex and Keith 

Bagnall for their support and donations to our 

program.  

 
 

Dates to Remember 

 

Jan 7…………….........Gymnastics (room 14 & 15) 

Jan 14………………...Gymnastics  (Jr. High/High School) 

Jan 15……….. ………Swimming (Jr. High/High School) 

Jan 18, 19, 21& 22…..Workshops 

Jan 20………………..Roller skating 

Jan 29………………...Swimming Elementary School 

 

 



2010 SPRING GALA UPDATE 

 

We are well into January, which means that our Spring 

Gala is only four months away!  Raymond James is 

once again our DIAMOND sponsor ($7500). CIR 

Realtors and Zokero Inc. will be our PLATINUM 

sponsors ($5000).  The deadline for sponsorships is 

April 16
th

, so please continue to do your best to bring 

those in to Teresa in the office. Information needs to be 

given to the printers by this date in order to properly 

recognize our supporters.  

 

If you have already acquired auction items, please 

begin bringing them into the school, so that the committee members can begin organizing 

the items.  It takes a great deal of time to organize all of the items and it becomes very 

overwhelming when the items come in last minute. The committee would appreciate your 

efforts to in bringing items into the school as soon as you get them, or at least 3 weeks 

before our event, to ensure the gala continues to be a success and we reach our goal of 

raising $200,000.00.  Please fill out and attach a donor form for each item (or basket) as 

this allows us to track the items, send out appropriate tax receipts, and thank you letters to 

all the donors after we find out how much monies was raised.   

 

Early Bird Draw 
 

The committee is having 2 Early Bird Draws for all Janus 

parents.  Each draw will be to win 2 FREE tickets to the Gala. 

To qualify for the first draw, parents who solicit sponsorship(s) 

before the deadline will be entered.  To qualify for the second 

draw, parents who submit their 10 auction items before the 

deadline will be entered.  Your name may be entered more than 

once. The deadline date for the draw is January 22
nd

, 2010.  

Good luck to all the parents! 

 

We would like to thank everyone for all their contributions and 

we look forward to an amazing night in support of Janus 

Academy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALBERTA EDUCATION 

 

 

Alberta Education is conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Surveys from January 

to the end of February 2010. 

 

Parents of grades 4, 7 and 10 students (all parents of students grade 4 and above) 

will receive a survey mailed to their homes directly from Alberta Education.  In 

addition to English and French, the survey will be available in Mandarin/Cantonese, 

Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.  Parents wishing to 

have surveys in a language other than English or French can contact Paige McNeill.  

 

In February, students in grades 4, 7 and 10 (all students grades 4 and above in 

Charter schools and level 2 accredited funded private schools) and all teachers will 

be completing their surveys online through their schools. Our students will be 

exempt from this survey.  

 

All surveys are anonymous and no reports will be issued if the number of 

respondents is fewer than six to further protect the privacy of respondents. Last year 

was the first year that this was a requirement, however, due to low population and 

sample the Janus Academy gives, we did not receive any scores last year, except 

high school completion rates.   

 

We may be provided with some results this year if the number of respondents 

increases. Respondents are expected to answer the questions based upon the 

experiences they have had at their school.   

 

We strongly encourage your participation as the results help us identify our school 

and jurisdiction’s strengths and weaknesses. Survey results will be available to 

authorities by the start of May 2010, and will be reported publicly by authorities as 

part of the Annual Education Results Reports in the fall of 2010. 

 

 
BURSARIES/GRANTS 

 
The following is a list of organizations that provide financial support to families who have 
children with autism and are attending an independent school which have tuition fees. The 
Cosmopolitan Club of Calgary is strictly for Janus Academy families, while the other 

foundations are open to the community. Please visit websites or call to find out due dates for 
applications for these bursaries.  
 
The Calgary Foundation 

The Calgary Foundation administers funding on behalf of The Prosser Charitable 

Foundation Parent’s Choice Fund to support the Parent’s Choice Bursary.  Up to 25 
bursaries will be awarded annually, by lottery in the amount of 50% of the tuition 

costs of attending an independent school in Calgary or its immediate environs, to a 
maximum of $3,500 per student awardee, to a new student entering an independent 
school at any level.  Each participating school will receive a minimum of one bursary.  
Once awarded, the bursary will continue to be awarded each and every year as long as 
the recipient meets the qualifications of the program.  For more information, please 
visit www.thecalgaryfoundation.org.  

 
Cosmopolitan Club of Calgary 

The Cosmopolitan Club is an internationally chartered, not-for-profit service club, 
whose mission is to contribute to the well being of the community through charitable 

http://www.thecalgaryfoundation.org/


Disability Tax Credit – for Children and Adults       See: 
www.health.gov.ab.ca/ahcip/benefits/aadl.html 
Website for Form T2201 – Disability Tax Credit Certificate: www.cra-
arc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/t2201/README.html 
Even so-called “high-functioning” children and adults with ASDs can qualify for the Disability Tax 
Credit. 
The Disability Tax Credit comes from the Federal Government of Canada. It is totally confidential, 
just like anything else to do with income tax. It is retroactive. It usually results in a refund of 
$3,300.00 per year from the year the person became disabled. Some doctors are now putting down 
the year of birth as the start of Autism Spectrum Disorders, some say age 2 or 3. It is important to let 
your doctor know the earliest possible symptoms your child had. It is not the date of diagnosis that 
counts, it is the date the disability started affecting the individual. You can send in the form at any 
time of the year. Once it is approved, you fill in the Disability claim on both the federal income tax 
form and the provincial form every year. 
You only need one area of disability in order to qualify for the Disability Tax Credit. Lower 
functioning individuals often qualify under several sections such as Speech, Dressing, Feeding, 
Toileting, and „Perceiving, thinking and remembering‟. “Higher functioning” individuals still usually 
qualify under the “Perceiving, Thinking and Remembering” section. Encourage your doctor to put 
down the diagnosis as “Autism Spectrum Disorder”. Revenue Canada is familiar with this term. It 
often helps to attach documents from the person‟s assessments and other reports. Many people who 
deal with taxes don‟t understand the Disability Tax Credit. Many doctors, psychologists and other 
professionals also don‟t understand it. These people may tell you that your child doesn‟t qualify for 
the Disability Tax Credit, and they may be wrong. You can apply for it at any time of the year. 
Child Tax Benefit 
If you qualify for the Child Tax Benefit, the monthly amount will be increased once you also get the 
Disability Tax Credit. The amount of the increase depends on the total family income. 
Alberta Aids to Daily Living (AADL) 
Alberta Aids to Daily Living will help pay for incontinence products such as diapers, Pull-Ups, 
adult Depends or Attends, helmets to protect the head of a person we has seizures or does head-
banging, and a host of other disability-related and illness-related supplies, such as oxygen. For 
incontinence products, the person must be age 3 or older and have a disability or illness. 
 
Note: A second copy of tuition receipts will be sent home in early February.  

 

 

donations and volunteer service.  The members of the Cosmopolitan Club of Calgary 

are pleased to provide a bursary to be used as payment of tuition fees at Janus 
Academy.  Applications for the bursary will be sent home to all families in late April. 
Bursary amounts are generally in the range of $1000 to $3000 for those who qualify.  

 
Children First: School Choice Trust 

Children First: School Choice Trust is Canada’s first privately funded program that 
helps parents in financial need send their children to an independent school of their 
choice.  Tuition assistance grants will be awarded each school year to Calgary, AB. 
Children from kindergarten to Grade 6.  These grants pay 50% of the tuition up to a 
maximum of $2,500 at any independent school.  For more information about the 

program and how to apply, visit www.childrenfirstgrants.ca.  
          

President’s Choice Children’s Charity 
President’s Choice Children’s Charity is dedicated to helping children who are 
physically or developmentally challenged. Our aim is to remove some of the obstacles 

that make everyday living extremely difficult and make it a little easier for the child or 

family to cope with the disability. We provide direct financial assistance in the 
purchase of expensive mobility equipment, environmental modifications, and physical 
therapy and more.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrenfirstgrants.ca/


STUDENT WORKSHOPS 

 
Come January, we will be conducting our second set of student workshops. Student workshops 

give your child’s instructional team the opportunity to discuss student progress, review goals and 

expectations and practice therapy techniques. As these meetings require that all staff who work 

with your child be in attendance, students who are not involved in workshops on a set day, are 

required to stay home. Please refer to the schedule below to review when your child is required to 

be at school.  

 
The second set of Student Workshops will be conducted on January 18 & 19, 21 & 22 .   
 
ELEMENTARY SITE 
 
Below are a list of students who will be  attending the workshops on Jan. 18 & 19:  

Calum, Christiaan, Malcolm , Lily, Nicholas, William,  Patrick, Muffy , Charlie, Sammy, 
Brent, Mat thew, Maya, Owen, and Eric 

 
(Blake, Hashir, Enayat, Keira, Joshua, Raneem, John, Akito, Tanner, Thomas, Mitchell, Hanz, 

Jade, and Marc are not required to attend school on Jan.18&19) 
 
Below are a list of students who will be  attending the workshops on Jan. 21 & 22:  
Blake, Hashir, Enayat, Keira, Joshua, Raneem, John, Akito , Tanner, Thomas, Mitchell , 

Hanz, Jade, and Marc 
 

(Calum, Christiaan, Malcolm, Lily, Nicholas, William, Patrick, Muffy, Charlie, Sammy, Brent, 
Matthew, Maya, Owen, and Eric are not required to attend school on Jan.21&22) 

 
JR. HIGH/SR. HIGH SCHOOL SITE 
 

Below are a list of the students who will be attending the workshops on January 18
th

 and 

January 19
th

:  

Mary, Jackson, Daniel J, Tim, Beverly, Josie, Connor, Kyle 

 

(Brennan, Jesse, Geoff, Daniel M, Adam, Greg, Justin are not required to attend school on 

January 18
th
 and 19

th
.) 

 

 

Below are a list of the students who will be attending the workshops on January 21
st
   and 

January 22
nd

:  

Brennan, Jesse, Geoff, Daniel M, Adam, Greg, Justin 

 

(Mary, Jackson, Daniel J, Tim, Beverly, Josie, Connor, Kyle are not required to attend school on 

January 21
st
   and January 22

nd
) 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding workshops please feel free to call the school and talk with 

Paige or Koren. Due to the difficulty in scheduling student workshops we request that if parents 

need certain days for their children to have workshops or not have them, that you let us know at 

least 4 weeks in advance of the next set of workshops held in April 2009. We will do our best to 

accommodate you. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER CAMP 

  

 

  

 Looking for a camp that specializes in FUN and   

ADVENTURE for children and youth with a diagnosis of 

Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

REGISTRATION BEGIN S FEBRUARY 1, 2010.  

 

We offer a program that will allow participants to experience the fun of a summer camp within a supportive 
environment with staff that are knowledgeable about the challenges that persons with autism face.  
 

Beginning the summer of 2006, Janus Academy began offering a summer camp for children and youth with ASD. This 
camp grew out of a need for our students to be able to attend a summer camp in a safe and supportive environment 
while learning and having fun. The summer program blends education, community outings and structured group 
activities. In order to provide the best possible program for these children, the camp will take into consideration each 
child’s unique and individualized needs, i.e. communication, behavioral support, self care needs etc… to create a 
challenging and exciting day camp for all of its participants.  
 

The Janus Academy summer program is based on the philosophy that every child should be given the opportunity to 
participate and experience summer camp within a safe and challenging environment. We believe that when you create 
positive interactions and stimulating environments, you can produce many opportunities to motivate children to 
communicate, take notice of and interact with their peers and build upon skills that will enhance their quality of life. 
 
The camp is designed for children and youth with a diagnosis of autism from the ages of 5 to 18.  
The camp will accommodate a 1:2 ratio of counselors to campers. If your child requires 1:1 assistance, we will try to 
accommodations this if possible. Families are welcome to send a community support person along with their son or 
daughter if they choose.  
 
Registration will open February 1st, 2010. Please do not forward payment or information until this time. 
Registration forms can be downloaded from www.janusacademy.com a week prior to this. Just follow the 
summer camp link. Questions can be forwarded to Lauren Symon at janusacd@telsuplanet.net.  
 

 
When does the program run?  
There will be 3, two week sessions. 
  

1st session: July 5 to July 16.  
 

2nd session: July 19 to July 30.  
 

3rd session: August 3 to August 13.  

 
Children may sign up for 1, 2, or all of the 
two week sessions. All sessions are full days, 
Monday to Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  

 

 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION  
 
Registration begins Monday, February 
1st, 2010. 

The cost to attend the Janus Academy 
Summer Camp is: 

 
1st session: $960.00 (July 5 to July 16) 
 

2nd session: $960.00 (July 19 to July 30) 
 

3rd session: $866.00 (August 3 to August 
13) 

  
 
Contact your FSCD worker for information on applying for financial support.  
 

Space is limited and the camp has filled to capacity each year. Therefore, send your registration forms in along with a 
post dated cheque (dated no later than June 26th, 2009) as soon as possible. Cheques are to be made payable to the 
Janus Academy Society. Cheques (postdated) must accompany registration or your registration will be sent 
back.  
  
Confirmation of registration will be sent out within two weeks of receipt of registration forms. You will be notified if the 
session you requested is full and post dated cheques will be returned. 
Receipts will be issued upon receipt of full payment of fees.  
 

Janus Academy charges $30.00 for all NSF cheques. Persons will be notified of an NSF cheque and will have 5 business 
days to come in and pay the outstanding balance or else their spot will be given to the next person on the waiting list.  

 
              Spots are limited so register early! All spots are usually filled w ithin the first week.  

http://www.janusacademy.com/
mailto:janusacd@telsuplanet.net

