
November 2009 

 

 

A Message from the School       

 

I am reminded everyday about how truly special our students are and how fortunate we 

are to have them in our lives. I have been fortunate in my career to have met so many 

amazing children and youth who have autism and can honestly say that I have been 

touched by each and every one of them. I feel blessed to be a part of this wonderful 

school and to learn all of the lessons that these children teach us. This year has been off 

to a wonderful start and I believe that we have an amazing team of people who work hard 

every day and put so much enthusiasm into creating a positive 

learning environment for their students. I want to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the Janus staff for all of their hard 

work and dedication to educating our students, and working 

together to continue to build this very special school.  

 

Paige McNeill - Program Director Elementary Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors for 

September 2009 

President: Ian Menzies 

ian@menziesmixedmedia.com 

403 – 668 – 6176 

 

Vice President: Edward Wooldridge 

ewooldridge@heenan.ca 

 

Treasurer: Rob Oxoby 
oxoby@ucalgary.ca 

 

Secretary: Chandra Lebenhagen 

Chandra_L@Shaw 
 

Member: Rob Martin 
rob.martin@telus.com 

 

Member: Ron Stader 
ronstader@cirrealty.ca 

 

Our Mission 

To provide children and youth with 

autism with an intensive and 

individualized education using 

proven and effective ABA teaching 

methods. 

GOLF DINNER AND AUCTION  
 

The Golf dinner and auction (“An Evening of Fire and Ice”) that 

was held on Saturday, October 17, 2009 at the Calgary Golf & 

Country Club was a huge success! There were approximately 100 

guests at this fun and magical event. We would like to thank our 

host Prizm Financial and the Golf Committee for all their hard 

work, long hours and dedication in creating such a wonderful 

evening in support of our school. Also, a big thank you to 

Rubydale Asphalt Works Ltd. for being our event sponsor. We 

will announce the final results in next month’s newsletter. 

 

We would also like to thank all the parents for helping in raffle 

ticket sales. We sold a total of 282 tickets. Congratulations to the 

winners of the cash raffle draw. We are so pleased that two of 

them were Janus Academy Parents! 

   

A special thank you to Mrs. Bennett for donating her winnings 

back to the school and for her additional donation to the school.   

 

Thank you to the Oliver family for their donation. This was a 

thoughtful gift and we truly appreciate your generosity.   



 
Our first parent social evening happened on Friday, October 16th and we had a great turnout!  Thank you 
to the 30 parents who came out!   
 
The evening started out with casual socializing sitting by the fireplace or around a plate of wings and 
samosas. After a few drinks, parents were fitted with hats (some of which were pretty 
“unique”) and played a game where they had to locate strategies from other parent‟s 
hats as well as a treasure hunt where they had to find  examples of “Good” and “Bad” 
items for the Gala. 
 
There were lots of laughs and at times the competition was fierce!  The first place prize       
which was a beautiful “Pet Basket” filled with the best accessories for your pet 
(beautifully made by Carroll Law) was won by Jon and Stacey Haley. The basket will be 
donated to the Gala as one of their ten required items!  Second prize went to Jennifer 
Kang. (She won her bottle of wine for the wine fridge on gala night), Third prize went to Rod Strickland 
(he won his $20 gifts card for the Gala) and fourth prize went to Ian Menzies who won his registration fee 
for the evening back !  Lynne Stader, Vicky Knapp, Eric Ondrich and Victor Johnson all won 2 tickets to 
the Comedy cave as door prizes.  
Congratulations to all of the winners  ! 
 

Erin and MC would like to send our heartfelt thanks to all of the parents who 
came out and helped to make this night such a success. Special thanks to 
Carroll Law for all of her help and creativity and for the beautiful Pet Basket, to 
Lynne Stader for her advice and help, to Frank Zilavec: the amazing "Wings 
man" and to Mark Oliver for being such a gracious door man all 
evening! 
 
Our next event will be a night out of BOWLING, and we hear 
that there are quite a few enthusiastic bowlers out there! 

Scheduled for Saturday November 21
st
, starting at 8:00.    

 
In December we are going to have a family-fun („Bring your kids‟) Christmas event! On 
Sunday December 6th, from 11:00-1:00 we are going to go to a beautiful area near 
Millarville.  There will be tobogganing, a wiener roast, hot chocolate and a nice walk in the 
woods to have a chance to cut your own Christmas tree or willows if you like. Should be lots of fun!  
Details and registration for both these upcoming events will be coming to you soon! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Superheroes of Room 14 
Wow I can’t believe that we are approaching November. It has been a whirlwind 

start to the school year.  We are learning many new things about the kids in room 

14.  Thomas has definitely taken over the big brother role nicely, and he has us up 

to date with all our superhero knowledge.  Brent has kept us on our toes with his 

geographical knowledge; he is the one kid that you want with you so that you don’t 

get lost, when travelling.  Mitchell has shown us that he is an amazing artist using 

the mouse on the computer, what a photographic memory!!  Tanner’s high energy has 

kept us hopping; his tigger impression is the best there is.  Charlie is learning many 

pieces of personal information using his minimo, which he is better at using it than 

most of the staff.   Sammy’s good humour makes him a treat to work with any day 

of the week.  Matthew is a joy to work with, he is full of smiles and laughter, and it 

makes the day fly by.  It truly has been a blessing to work in room 14 and we look 

forward to the rest of the year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

November 10…..Board Meeting at 6:30 

November 11….Remembrance Day – No school 

November 12 …Gymnastics (Room 4 and 11) 

November 13 ….Swimming for Jr. High/High School 

November 17…. Photo retakes 

November 20 …Swimming (Elementary School) 

November 20….Gymnastics (Jr./Sr. High School) 

November 25 & 26 …Parent/Teacher Interviews 

November 27….Organizational Day 

 

 

STUDENT LUNCHES 

Please do not send in cutlery in your 

childôs lunch bag. We have cutlery on site 

for all students to use. It becomes very 

difficult to sort through what belongs to 

Janus Academy and what needs to be sent 

back to you. We cannot be responsible for 

lost cutlery. Thank you for your 

understanding. 
 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

 

The November book club 

catalogues are attached. Please send 

your completed order form and 

cheque, payable to Scholastic Canada 

Ltd., to the school by November 9, 

2009. 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH 

DRESSING FOR THE 

WEATHER 

 
Just a friendly reminder to all families! 

Please send your child to school with 

the appropriate outdoor winter wear, 

including hats, mittens or gloves, and 

boots.  

Please print your child’s name on all 

of their clothing. We do our very best 

to ensure that all clothing items are 

sent home with the correct student. 

Please let us know in the 

communication book if any of your 

child’s clothing items are not returned. 



Classroom One in Focus 
Jr. High/High School  
 

At the Junior/Senior high school both the staff and students in Classroom 
One are settled in and enjoying the new routines. There are six vibrant students in 
our room this year:  Josie, Beverley, Geoff, Connor, Adam and Daniel. It has been 
great to see how well they have all been working together.  We are very happy to 
have Geoff joining Janus Academy this year as he is a great addition to the class. 
There are four staff members in our class: Brieanna, Jewls, Joanne and Brandi. We all 
feel very fortunate to get the opportunity to work with these students and are 
excited and eager to support their learning over the next eight months.  

We have seen many great things from our students already. The staff has 
been working on engaging the students and finding new activities that capture their 
motivation and increase their communication skills. Whether that is through 
painting,  sculpting with clay, building, cooking, using the computer,  listening to 
music, conversing with one-another or engaging in physical activities we are 
beginning to see our students manding more , using related statements or in some 
ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ×Èȱ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȢ  

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÒÁÐÙ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ 
followi ng receptive instructions both in the classroom and around the school.  Some 
of the students have began working on some direct instruction programs around 
reading and math concepts and are catching on to the teaching procedures and  
making early progress. In the vocational room we are seeing great things with our 
students who are working on restaurant prep skills such as changing menu stands, 
filling salt and pepper shakers as well as those students who are working on a 
variety of office skills such as filing, sorting and delivering mail as well as 
assembling binders. 

By participating in small academic groups all of our students are broadening 
their skills they learned in therapy sessions. While during group sessions we are 
seeing some great interactions between the students throughout morning calendar, 
snack time, music, and cooking. Some of the students have been working on 
generalizing their math skills through patterning, reviewing themes around body 
awareness, and doing hands on activities around autumn related themes.  Also, 
some of our students have been reviewing their money and time skills and applying 
them to real situations in the classroom and at the grocery store.  

 The staff of Classroom One has been enjoying getting to know all of the 
students over the past two months and we are looking forward to the rest of the 
year as we are excited to see what great things it brings for all of our students and 
us.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H1N1 Update

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H1N1 Update 

 

The last few days have been a bit overwhelming in regards to the H1N1 news. I want to 

thank all of you for your understanding, advice and support as we tackle this new issue. 

To date we still only have one student who has contracted H1N1 and we are glad to 

report he is recovering well at home and we look forward to his return to school when he 

has recovered. Thank you to all the parents who have notified me on their decision and/or 

plan to vaccinate or not to vaccinate. This information is important for us to have. We 

continue to take all the recommended precautions and thank you for doing the same, but 

are glad to say it is business as usual! 

 

 

 

 

  

Greetings from MRU 

  
I am writing to let you know about two items related to the adapted 

physical activity class I teach in the fall and winter semesters of 
2009-2010. The class includes 25 students with most majoring in physical 

education and recreation studies. 
 

I am hosting a children's physical activity program every Monday 
for 5 weeks starting on October 26th. The program runs from 3:30-4:50 pm 

and includes the first 30 minutes in the Mount Royal gymnasium and a second 
30 minutes in the pool. The students manage the program and work one on one 

with the child with a disability. Any parent of a child with a disability 
between the ages of 6-16 that is interested in participating please contact 

me at your earliest convenience. The program is free of charge (but please 
recognize that it is a student managed program and this is often the first 

time they have worked one on one with a person with a disability).. 
 

Kindest regards, 
  

David Legg, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Dept. of Physical Education and Recreation Studies 
Business and Entrepreneurship - Sport and Recreation 
Mount Royal University, 4825 Mount Royal Gate, SW 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T3E 6K6 
tel: 403-440-6495 fax: 403-440-6744 

http://www.mtroyal.ca/ 
 

http://www.mtroyal.ca/


 

 

 

 
Hello Everyone !  

 

In just a few weeks, on November 2nd, our son Matthew's service 

dog will start going to school with him, in room 14 at Janus Academy  

 

For the last three years, we have been waiting for this moment with 

great anticipation . 'Wookie', who is a black Labrador , comes to us 

from National Service Dogs (NSD) in Ontario. He has been a 

fantastic addition to Matthew's life and has been with our family since November 2008.   

 

NSD is a facility which has been providing highly trained dogs to children with autism 

across Canada for the past decade. The program has been very successful in helping 

children with autism to gain better independence as well as having a great calming affect on 

the children all the while providing personal safety (such as street safety)  and 

companionship to the child . Mark and I have seen many children just like Matthew, gain 

much social skills, self assurance , new learning skills and even language skills through the 

help of these magnificent dogs.  

 

The dogs are trained in a way that they simply stay with the child (with a harness) and will 

sit beside him/her and responds to commands from a designated trainer. The dog will be 

kept very clean with daily brushings and will be groomed professionally every few weeks.  

  

National Service Dogs have been pairing their dogs with children with autism for the last 

ten years and there have been many success stories of service dogs being sent to schools all 

across Canada. The new Service Dogs Act (Bill 203) was passed by the Alberta Legislature 

came  into affect on January 1 2009. 

 

We would like to hear from you if you have any questions or concerns. Please do not 

hesitate to call or email us with these. It is important to us that the Janus community be 

receptive to this new addition in Matthewôs life, in order for this new partnership to be a 

success for everyone. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

 

Thank you 

 

Marie-Claude Osterrath and Mark Oliver  

(Parents of Matthew Oliver, currently in Room 14) 

Home (403) 225-9561 

Email : oliver4m@telus.net 

 

 

If you would like to read more about national Service Dogs, please visit 

their website at:  www.nsd.on.ca 

 
 

 

 



 

ñHandmadeò Holiday Cards for Sale 

 

Some of our artists at the Janus Academy have been busy plying their craft to bring you a 

selection of unique holiday greeting cards, to send to family and friends. Please note the 

colours around the borders may vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

May the holiday season bring you joy and happiness 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm holiday wishes to you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May your days be merry and bright 

 

 

The cards will be printed on co-coordinating cardstock, and should be delivered mid-

November. 

 

 

 

Ord er Deadline :  Wednesday, November 4th, 2009  

-----------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

Name: 

 

Design s # of 

packages  

 Total $ 

    

Animal design  

 

 5 pack @ $10.00   

Mitten design  

 

 5 pack @ $1 0.00   

Light design  

 

 5 pack @ $10.00   

    

Animal desi gn 

 

 10 pack @ $20.00   

Mitten design  

 

 10 pack @ $2 0.00   

Light design  

 

 10 pack @ $20.00   

    

Total  Packages   Total Cost   

 

Thank you and have a safe and happy holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

NOVEMBER 25
th

 and 26
th

 , 2009 
 

November brings our second set of Parent/Teacher Interviews. The purpose of these 

interviews will be to discuss program planning and the progress each student has made 

thus far. We will also use this time to discuss any behavioural issues that have arisen and 

formulate or communicate the plan to decrease or eliminate these issues. Generally the 

format will allow school staff to discuss with parents, what has been happening in the 

classroom, how your son or daughter has been progressing but also allow time for you to 

ask questions and ask for advice on strategies you might use within the home 

environment.  Please feel free to formulate a few questions before attending the 

interview, as time is limited and we hope to get through everyone’s agenda.  

 

Please note: We would ask that parents do their best to come on these dates as alternate 

dates are not available. If you are absolutely unable to make it on these dates, we may 

arrange phone interview times (outside of teaching hours) or you may send in specific 

written questions for us to respond to.  

 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………... 
Please detach along the dotted line and return to the school 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS for November 25
th

 and 26
th

.  

 

Student: ___________________________   Parent:____________________________ 

 

Please indicate your 1
st
 and 2

nd
 choice below.  

 

 

Time Available:  

Wednesday Nov 25
th

,
 
2009  Thursday Nov 26

th
, 2009  

8:00          _______ 8:00          _______ 

8:30        _______ 8:30        _______ 

3:00        _______ 3:00        _______ 

3:30       _______ 3:30       _______ 

4:00       _______ 4:00       _______ 

4:30    _______ 4:30    _______ 

 

For Office Use Only. 

 

 Your P/T interviews are 
confirmed for: 

_______________

_______________ 

 
  


