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We are now in full swing as October is here. It has been a very busy month but all of the students 

have adjusted well to their classrooms and are happy to be back at school and learning. We have 

a great team of therapists and teachers this year and it shows in the relationships that are being 

built amongst everyone. It was wonderful to meet all the parents at the September Parent/Teacher 

Interviews and thank you for all of your input into your child’s IPP. The first draft of many of our 

students IPP’s are now complete and will be sent home over the next few weeks. Please review 

your child’s IPP  and make any desired changes. Then send it back to the school and we will 

finalize them. You will then receive a final copy before the end of October. We are eager to begin 

workshops and to be given the opportunity for our new staff and 

returning staff members to share teaching ideas and learn therapy 

skills from each other.  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE - PRESIDENT 

  
As we move into our second month of the 2009/2010 school year, 

I'd like to take this opportunity to focus on one of the main themes 

of the Board's plan this year:  "Participation".   The success of each 

school year at The Janus Academy is based in large part on the 

participation of parents and volunteers working together with our 

dedicated staff to create a better life and education for our children.  

Striving for the best for our children is a common theme we all have 

at the front of our minds.  How best can we as a group achieve the 

most for our children at The Janus Academy?  By participating.  

Participation can take on many forms:  it can be as simple as getting 

to know the staff in your child's classroom and sharing with each 

other what has either been recently working or challenging for your 

child so that proper techniques can be fostered to either promote or 

negate such behaviour or activity in the future, it can be attending 

parent events to get to know other parents on a social level that will 

allow you to learn or share what works or doesn't work for your 

child or other children either at school or at home, or it can be 

volunteering your time and skills to certain committees created by 
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the Board and the staff to help with fundraising and awareness for the school that will allow us to 

afford new equipment, supplies and training to make your child's school experience 

more beneficial and rewarding to their individual development.   

  

Recent events such as our parents' open house at the beginning of September and the parents' 

workshop put on by Ms. Emily Sweeney-Kerwin of The Carbone Clinic at the end of September 

have provided a great start to the year in that regard.  We now turn our attention to the next few 

events (some of which are included in this newsletter) including the upcoming parent social night 

scheduled for Friday October 16, 2009 and our annual Fire & Ice Gala scheduled for Saturday 

October 17, 2009.  The social night promises to be a fun and entertaining affair that will allow 

parents, among other things, to get to know one another better and share practical ideas and tips 

on how to fundraise and promote awareness for the school for future events.  It is a new type of 

event that the Board and our new parent social committee have worked hard on so we hope that 

you can attend.  Our annual Fire & Ice Gala is an important dinner and auction fund raiser for the 

school that is run by some of our most dedicated parents and staff together with one of our best 

and most committed corporate sponsors:  Prizm Financial.  The Fire & Ice gala committee would 

be very pleased to hear from you about any gift ideas or donations you may have, or any 

interested individuals who would like to attend.  All net proceeds go directly to the operating 

budget for the school year. 

  

Please keep an eye on future newsletters and email updates that may come your way which 

provide a chance to get more involved.  Please also do not hesitate to contact any of the Board 

members, including myself, or stop us in the hallways should you have any ideas or thoughts on 

how we could improve upon things or capitalize on opportunities that might otherwise be 

available to us.  We would be very pleased to hear from you.  In the end, by pooling together all 

of our skills, contacts, determination and effort, it is our children who will win in the long run. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Edward Wooldridge 

Vice-President 

ewooldridge@heenan.ca 

(403) 470-5051 

  

 

 

…to those who have asked United Way to direct their donations to Janus Academy, 

through the “Donor Choice” program. This program enables donors to designate 

their gifts to any registered charity in Canada or to an area of need that is 

meaningful to them.  

 

Thank you Menzies Printers for their recent donation. Mark and all of those at Menzies Printers 

have been so kind and generous. We thank you for always accommodating our printing needs, the 

door to door service and your continual support of our special school.  
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Please remember to send in a 

copy of your child’s birth 

certificate and a copy of their 

original diagnosis if you have not 

yet done so. Also, if you have any 

assessments completed that you 

have not yet sent in, please do so.  

 

 

Once again, we had a great turn out for the Allies for Autism Family Fun Walk and Run. The 

feedback we received was great and everyone seemed to have a wonderful time despite the windy 

weather. Thank you to all of you who came out in support of autism and who 

represented the Janus Academy.  

 

Thank you to the Allies for Autism foundation for supporting local 

organizations such as ours. We not only benefit from the grant program you 

provide but benefit immensely by bringing our staff and parents together. You 

help educate everyone involved in what Calgary has to offer our special kids 

and their family. 

 

Most of you are aware that staff who have been with the Janus Academy for one or more years, 

also attended a two day workshop with Emily and her colleague Maggie. This workshop covered 

many of the same topics as the parent training such as Skinners 

assessment of language development, data recording, 

behaviour support and group instruction. All of the 

staff in attendance found the information 

informative and motivating. The suggestions 

learned, extra practice and problem solving will 

definitely benefit the learning in the classrooms, 

teaching environment and all the staffs’ confidence 

in implementing Verbal Behaviour strategies. Thank 

you to the Board of Directors for providing this 

opportunity!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October 2………………..Picture Day 

October 5, 6, 8 & 9……..Workshops 

October 12 ……………...Thanksgiving – no school 

October 15 ……………...Gymnastics (Room 4 and 11) 

October 16………………Swimming (Jr. High/High 

School) 

October 23 ……………...Swimming (Elementary School) 

October 22………………Gymnastics (Jr. High/High 

School) 

October 24………………Gymnastics (Room 14 & 15) 

 

 

 REMINDER 

 

School Picture Day is 

scheduled for October 

2nd. Retakes are Nov 

17
th

. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT  

ACCESS CALGARY 

If you cancel Access Calgary (Handi-bus) for the 

morning pick up, they will automatically cancel the 

afternoon pick-up. Please ensure that when you 

cancel the morning pick up, you make sure they 

know that you want to keep the pickup time. 

 

If you have received your child’s staff attendance 

cards please send them into the school. This card 

allows staff to use the transit system with your 

son or daughter free of charge.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORING OUR CHILDREN 
 

At the Spring Gala we are always looking for ways to honor 
the children at Janus Academy. We have decided to do this 
by making a 12x12 scrapbook page of each child, framing it 
and having it displayed at the Gala. 
At the end of the event, each family will be able to take 
home the picture and hang it with pride in your home. 
  
To enable us to create this wall of honor please supply us 
with a 5x7 recent photo of your child. Remember that photo 
day is just around the corner or perhaps you have a great 
shot taken over the summer. 
  
If you are interested in participating in scrap booking a page 
(you don't have to be super creative as we will guide you) 
please attend one of our scrapbook evenings put on by Carroll 
& Lynne. 
If you would love to have this beautiful keepsake but don't 
want to or don't have time to help make it, then don't worry 
as we will do it for you. Just supply the picture. 
  
So, let’s get our creative juices flowing and please attend one 
of our scrapbook events at Lynne House. 
  
Friday November 13th 7pm 
Friday December  4th 10am 
Friday January 15th 7pm 
  
Please call Lynne @ 403-295-6883 to register for which day 
you would like to attend (address will be given at that time). 
In the event that you would like to have us take care of things 
for you then just send a photo in to the office ASAP. 
Photos will be returned to you. 
 

Stars of the Month- Classroom 3 
 
Classroom 3 at the Jr/Sr. High is off to a 
great start this year! This year we have 
five students in our classroom Jesse, 
Mary, Justin, Tim and Kyle. We are all 
excited to welcome Kyle to the Jr. /Sr. 
High. We also have four staff in our 
class this year, Tammy who is the 
classroom Coordinator, Eugene, Nic and 
Chelsea. 
 All the students were very interested 
and eager to check out the new 
classroom and have been working 
extremely hard. Some of the students 
are working on generalizing their 
packaging skills by packing mock food 
hamper boxes, while others are working 
on preparing their own snacks, 
recycling, and sorting. While we 
continue to work on many different 
vocational and daily living skills with all 
of the students we are also focusing all 
many different leisure skills, for 
example listening to music on Discmans 
or IPods and playing new computer 
games.  
We are pleased to have Bev back to help 
teach a computer class for each of the 
students on Wednesday afternoons. As 
well we are delighted to continue with 
our music class from JB Music on 
Monday afternoons. We have a new 
music teacher and she was been doing a 
fantastic job, all of the students look 
forward to music every Monday. 
The students are always very excited for 
the weekly trip to the grocery store and 
cooking class! As well in September our 
weekly field trips consisted of the Bird 
Sanctuary and Fish Creek Park. The 
students enjoyed both of these outing 
and got a chance to observe various 
types of wildlife.  
All of the staff and students are looking 
forward to celebrating two very special 
birthdays coming up in October as Jesse 
turns 18 And Mary turns 19!  
The staff members in class 3 are always 
thrilled to walk in and see the students 
smiling faces and we all look forward to 
another terrific year! 
The Staff of Classroom 3 
 
 



If you are uncomfortable with having a picture of your child on display give Lynne a call and we can 
brainstorm as to how to honor your child in a different way. 

 

Services Provided by the Public Health Nurse 

Hello Parents….just to let you know that a Public Health Nurse is 

available at Janus Academy School. The Public Health Nurse provides 

services related to: 

¶ immunizations & communicable disease control 

¶ works with students & families regarding issues of emotional/physical health 

¶ consults with teachers about health education   

¶ works with the school/community in health promotion activities 

Parents, students or school personnel may access any of these services. Please feel free to 

contact Heather Millar School Nurse at Forest Lawn Community Health Centre #403-944-

7300 with any questions or information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òTails òof fun from Classroom 4 
It has been a great start to our 2009-2010 school year in Classroom 4.  There are 10 students in 

the class:  Blake, Calum, Christiaan, Enayat, Hashir, Joshua, Keira, Lily, Malcolm, Nicholas.  There 

are eight staff members, six being behavior therapists: Ashley, Naomi, Meagan (Meg), Rebecca, 

Samantha (Sam), Meghan.   Rozina is the Group Instructor (GI) and Stacey is the Classroom 

Coordinator(CC) /Principal.   

 

We have celebrated Sam’s and Joshua’s birthdays with cake as well as the nice weather with ice 

cream and jello snacks (reinforcing Calendar Time activities).  We enjoyed learning and mastering 

safely crossing street skills while on neighborhood walks to see the city scape and talk about 

Ramsay community being part of the city of Calgary (Social Studies).   All the students’ academic 

programs, group instruction and options (music/computers/cooking/art/gym) are up and running.  

 

Many of the students in room 4 are beginning to develop or re-develop friendships with each 

other. It is wonderful to watch these friendships blossom and relationships amongst the 

students grow.  This will be fostered throughout the year and we are encouraged about the 

progress already made this year.  

 

We have attended one gymnastics session and one fieldtrip on the city bus and C-train to the pet 

store.  We purchased our classroom fish, a red twin tailed Beta fish called Boxer.  Our first 

Special Theme day was Crazy Hair day.  It was well received by staff and students.   

In October we are looking forward to our fieldtrip to the Zoo on Wednesday, October 7.  We 

have our first swimming session on Friday, October 23.  And planning has started for our Fall 

Celebration party on Friday, October 30 when the theme will be Wear a Costume. 

 

Welcome to our busy fall. 

 



 
 

 

Reminder to parents that students are welcome to dress up 
for our annual Fall Party on October 30th, in the 
afternoon. Students are welcome to come to school in 
their costumes or pack them in their backpacks for later.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
STUDENT WORKSHOPS 

 
Come October, we will be conducting our first set of student workshops. Student 
×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÅÁÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ 
progress, review goals and expectations and practice therapy techniques. As these 
meetings require that all staff who work with your child be in attendance, students who 
are not involved in workshops on a set day, are required to stay home. Please refer to 
the schedule below to review when your child is required to be at school.  
 

 
The first set of Student Workshops will be conducted on October 5 th  & 6th  and  
8th  & 9th .   
 
Below are a list of students who will be  attending the workshops on Oct. 5th  & 6th : 

 
Christiaan, Malcolm , Lily, Blake, Nicholas, Akito, Patrick, Muffy , Charlie, Mitchell, 

Brent, Mat thew, Maya, Jade, Eric and Owen 
 

(Calum, Hashir, Enayat, Keira Joshua, Raneem, John, William, Tanner, Thomas, Samuel, 
Hanz are not required to attend school on Oct. 5th and 6th.) 

 
Below are a list of students who will be  attending the workshops on Oct. 8th  & 9th :  
 

Calum, Hashir, Enayat, Keira Joshua, Raneem, John, William , Tanner, Thomas, 
Samuel, Hanz.  

 
(Christiaan, Malcolm, Lily, Blake, Nicholas, Akito, Patrick, Muffy, Charlie, Mitchell, Brent, 

Matthew, Maya, Jade, Eric and Owen are not required to attend school on Oct. 8th and 9th.) 
 
If you have any questions regarding workshops, please feel free to call the school and talk 
with Paige or Teresa. Due to the difficulty in scheduling student workshops we request that 
if parents need certain days for their children to have workshops or not have them that you 
let us know at least 4 weeks in advance of the next set of workshops held in Jan 2010. We 
will do our best to accommodate you.  



JANUS ACADEMY GOLF DINNER & AUCTION 
October 25th, 2009 

 
Our 11thCHIP IN FOR CHARITY CORPORATE GOLF TOURNAMENT, which is sponsored and 
organized by PRIZM FINANCIAL, was held on THURSDAY, JUNE 16th, 2009, at River Spirit Golf 
Club. The golf ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ϧ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ όάAn Evening of Fire and Iceέύ will be held on SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 17th, 2009 at the Calgary Golf and Country Club.  We are still in the process of selling 
tickets and gathering items.  Parents are NOT required to purchase or sell these tickets but if 
you know of anyone who would like to attend, please contact the school for tickets.  Reminder 
to parents that you were given raffle tickets to sell as there is a draw at the dinner & auction.  
Tickets are $100 each, but only 300 tickets are printed so your odds are very good!  

1ST PRIZE:  $10,000.00 
2ND PRIZE: $  1,000.00 
3RD PRIZE:  $ 1,000.00 
4TH PRIZE:  $ 1,000.00 
 

Please send ticket stubs and payment into the school as soon as you sell them.   

 
Reminder that we require parents to send in an auction item and a bottle of wine (min. value 
of $15.00) for a wine fridge that will be auctioned off at this event.  Parents also have the 
option of sending in $15.00 to the school and we will purchase the bottle of wine on your 
behalf.    Please send the wine or money into the school by October 9, 2009.  Thank you. 
 
We are extremely excited about this event and hope to reach our fundraising goal for the Janus 
Academy!  If you have any questions, please contact Teresa Tram at the school.   
 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 

 

Attached are the book order catalogues for October. Please remember to send your order along 

with a cheque, made out to “Scholastic Book Club of Canada Ltd.”, by October 13
th

, 2009. Please 

do not send cash! 


